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The Exhibitions 


Inside the Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre a series of ramps takes the 
visitor to the Orientation Gallery. On the way, 
various temporary exhibitions are visible along 
the ramp, ranging from Inuit stone sculpture 
to historical photographs from our Archives. 
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The Orientation Gallery 

At the top of the first series of ramps is 
the Orientation Gallery, a gallery designed to 
provide a preview of what is exhibited in the 
major galleries. In addition, general back- 
ground information on the Northwest 
Territories is presented. 





The South Gallery 


Adjacent to the Orientation Gallery is the 
South Gallery, one of our major thematic 
exhibitions. It tells the story of the land and 
the people long before the first visitors to the 
Northwest Territories. You are invited to 
observe the Dene and the Inuit as they made 
their living for thousands of years in harmony 
with the seasons. 


The North Gallery 


Our other major thematic exhibition is the 
North Gallery, also located adjacent to the 
Orientation Gallery. It is here that we continue 
the story of the North. A Metis cabin and a 
mine shaft help interpret the intriguing pattern 
of history since the arrival of the Euro-— 
Canadians. This gallery also brings the visitor 
up to the present, through a slide presentation 
that depicts a century of culture change. The 
journey which began 400 million years ago in 
the South Gallery ends here. 


The Mezzanine Gallery 


Continuing up the ramp brings one to the 
Mezzanine Gallery. The fine and decorative 
arts are exhibited in this gallery, including the 
works of northern artists and craftsmen. 


The Feature Gallery 


The last of our exhibition galleries, located. 
on the ground level below the Lounge, houses 
the temporary exhibitions we put together or 
borrow from museums throughout Canada, 
North America and the world. This gallery 
also changes regularly and is intended to 
provide visitors with the opportunity to view 
cultural achievements that are not necessarily 
of northern origin or significance. This gallery 
might be described as our “window on 
the world”. 


For further information, please contact: The Director, 
The Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre, 
Government of the Northwest Territories, 


Yellowknife, N.W.T. Telephone: (403) 873-7551. 
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Our 
Northern 


Heritage 


The Prince of Wales Northern Heritage 
Centre was officially opened by His Royal 
Highness The Prince of Wales on April 3, 
1979. This museum complex was initiated by 
the Territorial Legislative Assembly, as they 
were concerned that the story of the North- 
west Territories and its diverse peoples might 
be lost in our rapidly changing world. 


The result of their concern is the building 
you are visiting today. It is a special facility, 
completely equipped and staffed to collect, 
preserve, document, exhibit, study and 
interpret the many aspects of the North’s 
natural and cultural history. In addition, the 
Archives house a fine collection of books, 
photographs and documents of northern 
interest. 


Although this building is located in Yellow- 
knife, it is the hub of a broad range of museum 
services for communities thoughout the 
Northwest Territories. Among many things, 
these activities include travelling exhibitions 
and a museum advisory service which 
provides assistance to local museums and 
historical societies. 


If we view heritage as all that we have 
acquired from our ancestors, then the re- 
sponsibility for preserving our heritage belongs 
to all of us, whether we live in Sachs Harbour 
or Grise Fjord. The Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre is devoted to promoting an 
awareness of the true value of the past, and 
at the same time increasing our knowledge 
and enjoyment of heritage activities. We need 
only look to communities throughout the 
Northwest Territories for a deeper under- 
standing of what heritage preservation is 
all about. 
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It is a place where northern residents and 
visitors, as well as generations to come, can 
glimpse the intricate pattern of natural and 
cultural diversity in the Canadian North, 
both past and present. Such a glimpse has 
meaning for our future. 








In the exhibitions you will see we have 
attempted to portray two themes. The first of 
these themes is the close relationship between 
man and the natural environment in the North. 
Our second theme is that of continuity and 
change. Much has changed in the Northwest 
Territories over the years, yet much has 
remained the same. By interpreting our 
heritage with the help of these themes, we 
hope to contribute to a greater understanding 
and enjoyment of Canada’s North. 






